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South Carolina Public Relations Society of America (SCPRSA)

Board Meeting

Date: May 11, 2007

2007 Board Members Present: Stephanie Jones (president), Kim Wellman, Allison Skipper, Ashley Sherry, Mark Jeffcoat, Angel Postell, and Kelly Davis. 

Board Members Absent: Dusty Demming, Julie Scott, Ansley Welchel, Janelle Beamer, Marcia Purday, Jamie Prince, Jim Roth, Melissa Flynn, Jo Halmes, and Liza Jones.

The meeting was called to order at 8:35 a.m. Due to a lack of a quorum; minutes for the April meeting were not approved and will be presented at the June meeting for approval. 

President’s Report

· Stephanie Jones reported that the Mercury Awards went very well, and encouraged everyone to return the surveys about possibly moving the Mercury Awards to another location next year. 

· Stephanie then reported that the board will try to hold a face-to-face meeting in the next month or two. 

President-Elect’s Report:

· No report.

Vice President’s Report:

· No report.

Treasurer’ Report:

· Stephanie Jones reported for Ansley Welchel who was out of the country. She stressed that it is crucial that the board be able to vote on the budget at next month’s meeting and encouraged all board members to attend/participate. 

Staff Report:

· Karla Falk reported that we have a total of 240 members, with seven new members.

· Karla reminded everyone that reorders for Mercury awards are due May 31.

· Karla then reported that our 2006 taxes have been completed, signed, and mailed. 

Regional Board Member Reports:

a. Lowcountry: Allison Skipper reported that the May meeting went well, featuring two local entrepreneurs. A social will be held June 14 in conjunction with the AMA and Ad Federation at Toucan Reef, next to the aquarium. There will also be a regular June luncheon, but no luncheon is planned for July. 

b. Midlands: Ashley Sherry reported that 26 people attended the May luncheon, which focused on “Tips for Non-Profits.” She asked board members to offer suggestions for future luncheon topics. Ashley also reported on behalf of Penny Cothran on the Professional Development Conference. The River Center at Saluda Shoals has been secured for the November 9th workshop. Penny is working with Kelly Davis on securing a national speaker and also with IABC about co-sponsoring a keynote address. 


c. Upstate: No report.

Committee Reports:

a. Accreditation (Marcia Purday) – No report.

b. Advocacy and Ethics (Mark Jeffcoat) – Mark Jeffcoat reported that the transcript from the ethics officer training conference held in March will be posted on PRSA’s Web site under Ethics Resources. Karla Falk asked Mark to send her the link and she will have it put on SCPRSA’s Web site as well. 

c. Communications (Jamie Prince) – Stephanie Jones reported for Jamie Prince that there had been a slight delay on the Web site, but that John Gouch had taken over and was working on it. Stephanie also reported that we still need a chair-elect for the newsletter. 

d. Luncheons (Ansley Welchel) – No report beyond those mentioned under the Regional Board Members’ Reports.

e. Mercury Awards - Stephanie Jones again reiterated the deadline for re-ordering Mercury Awards is May 31, and asked everyone to complete the Mercury Award surveys. 

f. Student Relations (Jim Roth) – No report.

g. Membership (Julie Scott) – Stephanie Jones reported that information about a May/June membership promotion will be sent to Regional Board Members. Kelly Davis asked if our regional board members were on the National Membership distribution list; Karla Falk said she would check on it. 

h. Diversity - No report. 

i. Professional Development (Kim Wellman) – No further report beyond what Ashley Sherry previously reported. 

j. Community Relations (Dusty Demming) – Stephanie Jones reported that a Power Lunch was being planned in the Upstate for the Pickens Historical Foundation. 

k. Senior Practitioners (Melissa Flynn) – Stephanie Jones reported that Melissa Flynn was collecting “best practices” from other chapters and would share information soon. 

l. Independent Practitioners (Jo Halmes) – Kelly Davis reported that six people attended a teleseminar for independent practitioners on May 9. 

m. Young Professionals (Allison Skipper) – No report. 

n. Bylaws (Angel Postell) – Angel Postell inquired if an electronic copy of our bylaws was available to circulate for input from the board; Kelly Davis said she might have copy. Angel reported that she would also be comparing PRSA’s bylaws to our chapter’s bylaws for possible additions/revisions. 

o. Nominations (Angel Postell) – Angel Postell reported that the nominating committee needs to be formed six months prior to the annual meeting (November), which is now. She asked for guidance on who should be asked to serve on this committee. 

Old Business: None.

New Business: 

· Kelly Davis reported on plans for celebrating the chapter’s 40th Anniversary as a tie-in with the professional development conference. The committee is looking at a seated dinner the night before (Nov. 8) the professional development conference, featuring a national board member as speaker. Kelly will provide more details at next month’s meeting. 

· Angel Postell reported that the Southeast District (15 chapters, including SCPRSA) held a conference call and will be looking for ways to share resources among the chapters.

Next Meeting:

· The next meeting will be held Friday, June 8. 

