South Carolina Public Relations Society of America (SCPRSA)

Board Meeting

Date: March 9, 2007
2007 Board Members Present: Stephanie Jones (president), Julie Scott, Ansley Welchel, Allison Skipper, Janelle Beamer, Angel Postell, Mark Jeffcoat, Kelly Davis, Jo Halmes, and Jim Roth

Board Members Absent: Kim Wellman, Dustine Deming, Ashley Sherry, Melissa Flynn, Liza Jones, Jamie Prince, Marcia Purday

The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m.  Minutes for the February meeting were approved by the board with one minor edit.

President’s Report:

· Stephanie Jones reported that Mary Nash will serve as the Communications/Web site chair and John Gouch will serve as chair-elect.
· Stephanie then gave an update on the recognition of Tom Duke and asked for comments from other board members present.  Kelly Davis reported that a group recently met by conference call to discuss the details.  Duke has been in the profession for 52 years, and no one in history been so actively involved in PRSA.  A motion to rename the South Carolina PRSA Distinguished Practitioner Award the the W. Thomas Duke Distinguished Practitioner of the Year Award was approved.
President-Elect’s Report:

· No report.

Vice President’s Report:

· No report.

Treasurer’s Report:

· Ansley Welchel reported that the budget will be finalized on March 15, and all requests should be in by then.

Staff Report:

· Karla Falk presented the staff report and asked that board members contact new SCPRSA members that they know and welcome them.  She also encouraged the board to contact dropped members and encourage them to reinstate.

Regional Board Member Reports:

a. Lowcountry:  Allison Skipper reported that two Lowcountry luncheon chairs will work together to map out a long-range plan for luncheons in that area.
b. Midlands:  Stephanie reported that recommendations to move the Midlands luncheons from the Capital City Club to the Summit Club have been made.  The board agreed.  The venue change will not take effect until October.
c. Upstate:  Ansley and Karla reported that the Upstate would not have a luncheon in March.
Committee Reports:

a. Accreditation – No report.
b. Advocacy and Ethics (Mark Jeffcoat) – Mark Jeffcoat reported that he attended a recent ethics conference.
c. Communications (Jamie Prince) – Stephanie reported for Jamie Prince. Mary Nash of the SC Bar Association has agreed to serve as Webmaster, and has attempted to create a connection to the SCPRSA Web site to get started. In addition, John Gouch of the Anderson Independent Mail has agreed to serve as the communications chair-elect.  He will soon be distributing a "Call for Content" for the next SCPRSA e-newsletter. Also, John will be touching base with each communications chair and board member and offer to distribute media releases statewide concerning SCPRSA accomplishments (Mercury Award winners, new members, etc.).

d. Mercury Awards (Stephanie Jones) – Stephanie reported that Mercury Awards invitations had been mailed, and the speakers and presenters had been contacted. She commended the Mercury Awards committee on an excellent job thus far.  There is still no chair-elect for the Mercury Awards.
e. Student Relations – No report

f. Membership – Julie Scott reported that Upstate membership chair, Liza Jones, introduced herself at the February Upstate luncheon and left behind membership fliers for those interested parties. 
g. Diversity – No report.

h. Professional Development (Kim Wellman) – Stephanie reported that Penny Cothren will chair the Professional Development Committee.
i. Community Relations – No report.
j. Senior Practitioners (Melissa Flynn) – No report.
k. Independent Practitioners (Jo Halmes) – Jo Halmes reported that the first teleseminar is scheduled for May 9.

l. Young Professionals – Allison reported that there is currently no Young Professionals chair for the Upstate.  She also reminded members about the Tsunami event here in the Midlands on March 13. 
m. Bylaws – No report.
n. Nominations (Angel Postell) – Angel Postell reported that she will begin looking at nominations in the near future.
o. Finance and Development (Ansley Welchel) – No report.
Old Business:  None.

New Business: 

· Mercury Awards: Stephanie asked everyone to encourage attendance at the upcoming Mercury Awards on April 19.

Next Meeting: 

· The next meeting will be held by conference call on Friday, April 13 at 8:30 a.m.

