South Carolina Public Relations Society of America (SCPRSA)

Board Meeting

Date: February 9, 2007
2007 Board Members Present: Stephanie Jones (president), Dustine Deming, Julie Scott, Ansley Welchel, Allison Skipper, Liza Jones, Jamie Prince, Mark Jeffcoat, Kelly Davis, Jo Halmes, and Marcia Purday

Board Members Absent: Kim Wellman, Ashley Sherry, Janelle Beamer, Melissa Flynn, Angel Postell, Jim Roth

The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m.  Minutes for the December meeting were approved by the board.

President’s Report:

· Stephanie Jones opened the meeting by welcoming all new board members and encouraging them to be active in 2007, especially at SCPRSA luncheons.  
· She told the group that the Mercury Awards deadline was approaching and that Kim Cox is chairing the committee.  Stephanie encouraged all board members to promote the Mercury Awards at upcoming luncheons.  
· Stephanie reported that the process for filling committee chairs is ongoing and she would send a list of committee chairs and duties to the board.  
· Budget planning is underway and Stephanie told the group that numbers need to be in by mid-March.  
· Finally, Stephanie reported that the membership promotion is ongoing and information will be sent to the membership chairs.

President-Elect’s Report:

· No report.

Vice President’s Report:

· No report.

Treasurer’s Report:

· Ansley Welchel reported that an updated budget would be sent soon, but reported that at the end of the year, SCPRSA was $2000 ahead of budget.  Additionally, Ansley offered to create a document to help with the budget process. The budget will be final by March 15.
Staff Report:

· Karla Falk reported that the chapter had 233 members at the end of 2006.  New members include: Jerry Adams, Charleston County School District; Gregory Aiken, NuVox Communications; Ashley Brown, Time Warner Cable; Lisa Emily, Fujifilm Manufacturing USA; Mary Hollingsworth Girault, Charleston County School District; Selina Gonzales, Columbia Festival of the Arts; Charlene Gunnells, The Citadel; Thomas Pruitt, Force Protection Industries; Emily Tyner, Jim Dyke & Associates; Erin Watson, Rawle Murdy Associates; and, Emily Watts, Charleston Regional Chamber of Commerce.
· Karla encouraged the board to reach out to new members at luncheons and other events.  

Regional Board Member Reports:

a. Lowcountry:  Allison Skipper reported that there will be no February luncheon in the Lowcountry, and the chapter is working hard to plan the March meeting.
b. Midlands:  Stephanie reported that at Marvin Chernoff will be the speaker at the March meeting.
c. Upstate:  Stephanie reported that Amanda Brock will assist in chairing luncheons in the Upstate.  The February luncheon is scheduled for Feb. 20.
Committee Reports:

a. Accreditation – No report.
b. Advocacy and Ethics (Mark Jeffcoat) – No report.
c. Communications (Jamie Prince) – No report.
d. Mercury Awards (Stephanie Jones) – PRSSA students will help with the 2007 Mercury Awards.  Stephanie voiced concern that the Midlands Chapter does not have another chapter to trade entries with, but Jim Roth is working on the situation.
Karla asked that if anyone receives questions about paying for Mercury Awards, she is able to send invoices electronically since the Web site is still having difficulties.
e. Student Relations–Tom Klipstine will chair the Student Relations Committee.
f. Membership – No report.
g. Diversity – No report.
h. Professional Development (Kim Wellman) – Stephanie reported that Penny Cothren will chair the Professional Development Committee.
i. Community Relations – No report.
j. Senior Practitioners (Melissa Flynn) – No report.
k. Independent Practitioners (Jo Halmes) – No report.
l. Young Professionals – Allison reported that funding for Young Professional events needs to be put into the budget process. 
m. Bylaws – No report.
n. Nominations (Angel Postell) – No report.
o. Finance and Development (Ansley Welchel) – No report.
Old Business:  None.

New Business: 

· Distinguished Member Honor: Kelly Davis asked the board to consider special recognition for a distinguished member of SCPRSA at the Mercury Awards, perhaps naming a scholarship after the honoree.  After some discussion, it was decided that a non-scholarship honor would be more appropriate.

· Web site Problems: Jamie Prince reported that the SCPRSA Web site problems are more complex than originally thought.  With extensive testing, it has been determined that the problem is server related and not software related.  Logic South (the server) has been called, is responsive, and is working on it.  Jamie suggested that in 2007, co–communications chairs be named to share the day-to-day tasks of managing the Web site.  Stephanie reported that a number of members have mentioned wanting to be a part of the e-communications committee.

· 40th Anniversary of SCPRSA: Kelly suggested that a 40th Anniversary Celebration Dinner, tied into the Professional Development Conference, might be a good idea.  All Chapters could invite past presidents to the dinner and to the Mercury Awards.  Marcia Purday offered to help Kelly with this.  The actual anniversary of SCPRSA is in September.

· Constant Contact Program: Stephanie reported that the contract is up for renewal, and Karla reported that last year we paid the full amount up front.  Stephanie commented that emails look more professional using the system, and recommended to the board that the program continue.  
Next Meeting: 

· The next meeting will be held by conference call on Friday, March 9 at 8:30 a.m.

